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INTRODUCTION 
Have you ever tried to plan a 

family-fun day trip and have it 

turn out to be a dis-as-ter? Well, I 

have too, however I have learned 

with a little bit of planning and 

preparation, day-tripping can be a 

delightful unforgettable   

experience filled with adventure 

and memorable moments. 

 

In this E-book, ©Travel with Wendy, Castles and 

Creations around Stuttgart, I’ve had a lot of fun 

collecting information, insight and love to share. So here 

are a few itinerary helpers that include, maps and hot-links 

and ideas for you to enjoy and explore! 

 

I am a travel writer and photographer who loves taking 

pictures, visiting different destinations and sharing it all! My 

family and I have lived in Europe for a total of five years and 

most recently in Stuttgart, Germany. 

 

 

I hope you like it and 

remember… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s always an adventure when you ©Travel with Wendy!

 Wendy Payne 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK ~ 

Throughout the book I have created these symbols to help 

identify when to GO, when to slow down and enjoy or when to 

look out and pay attention to details or warnings.  

 

WATCH FOR THESE SIGNS! 

 
Green means go or do! 

 
 

Slow down and enjoy ~ 

 

Pay attention – STOP or caution! 



 

BEURON MONASTERY 
We discovered Beuron 

Monastery (Benedictine 

Archabbey) while hiking on day 

in the Swabian Alb. This 

stunning working monastery is 

set in a gorge with echoing 

mountains and wonderful trails 

along the Danube. Every spring 

and summer a scenic train (Naturpark Express) is available to 

ride up and down the Danube with Beuron as one of its stops.  

ITINERARY 
 

9/9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart for Beuron,  

(Driving time – 1 hr. 30 min)  

PARKING is available right next to the monastery with 

Parkschein (parking ticket for €2 coin) 
 

 I absolutely love Café Härtl, I have been several times 

now to visit Armin and his Mama who makes 

homemade (Bee Sting cake) having a slice will be a 

delight of your day trip! 

 

Pictures inside the Church 

are allowed with no flash as 

well as the cemetery. Don’t 

forget to take a walk on the covered 

bridge. One of the last remaining 

covered bridges in Swabia.   Also in town there are a few 

antique stores and a gift shop. There is a Metzgerei (butcher) 

that is run by the Monks right outside the Monastery.  
 

http://www.naturpark-obere-donau.de/npe/npe-seite1.htm
http://beuron.de/seite/de/tourismus/hotels-gasthoefe.php


 

HEIDELBERG CASTLE 
 

9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart,  

1 hr. driving time 
 

PARK HERE  

 

Heidelberg Castle 

and gardens are one of the 

most visited castles in all 

Europe. Everyday visitors from all over the world stroll the 

castle, take a tour and enjoy the panoramic views of the 

ancient Roman city. One of my absolute favorite, go-to 

visitors-in-town short drive “castle” day trips. 

Heidelberg Castle hits all the 

high points for Germany. 

  

There is a €7/person 

entrance fee which 

includes the Apothecary 

Museum and a  

walk through the wine tasting  

store. You will also get to see  

the gigantic wine barrel used  

for storage during the medieval ages. Scheduled English 

tours are on the hour and tickets can be purchased on-line.  

 

To me ~ the castle tour was disappointing, only a 

few rooms to see and a very short history lesson of 

the family that left me wanting more.  

 

There is a kiosk on-site to purchase a quick snack 

or pretzel and coffee. You can take the funicular 

down for a wonderful stop in any of the café’s on 

the square. 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/5N7WdoEV3tR2
https://goo.gl/maps/5N7WdoEV3tR2


HOHENZOLLERN CASTLE 
 

ITINERARY 
 

9/9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart for 

Hohenzollern  

(Driving time – 1 hr)  

 

PARKING is available at 

the museum entrance  

and is typically a €2 – 4  

fee (pick up the parking  

ticket inside the gift  

store, your TOUR TICKET(s) 

here also. You may walk to 

the castle or take a bus for an extra €5 round trip. 

 

 Everyday there is usually an ENGLISH speaking tour 
at 1400 (2 p.m.) however, call first to be certain, 

during the winter months if there are not enough 

English-speaking tourists they will only do tours in 

German. 

 
There is a wonderful little hut for quick sandwiches, 

cakes and drinks at the top of the museum. There is 

also a wonderful restaurant with indoor seating as 

well. During high tourist season it is hard 

to find a seat inside. You may also bring 

your lunch and sit in the courtyard. 
 

In 2017, the museum will begin 

construction on a new entrance 

to the castle. Staff have told me 

there will be many delays beginning in 

Sept 2017, to create a better tunnel and 

transportation for the tourist bus. 
 

 



LICHTENSTEIN CASTLE ~ BW 
 

Often confused with the country Lichtenstein. The 

Lichtenstein Castle is actually located in the 

Swabian Valley of Baden-Württemberg. This short 

drive and excellent day trip from Stuttgart includes 

a ropes course, hiking trails, a great restaurant and 

tours.  

 

ITINERARY 
 

9/9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart -1 hr driving time 

Not accessible by train, but by a long bus ride 

Three parking lots to choose from on the castle grounds 

Tours are given in German (English booklets are provided for a 

few extra Euro) 

 

Souvenirs are available at the ticket booth. Café 

near the parking area serves ice cream, cakes, 

snacks and beer 

and more 
 

 

 

This castle was a hunting 

lodge for the Dukes of 

Baden-Württemberg and 

the collection and décor  

are very interesting. 

 

The Altes Forsthaus restaurant on the Schloß 

Lichtenstein property is one of my favorites and has 

the best of Swabian regional specialties. If you are 

entertaining families from out of town and leave early, 

you can do Hohenzollern and Lichtenstein both in the same day.  
 

 

http://www.altesforsthauslichtenstein.de/


LINDERHOF CASTLE 

 

Linderhof Castle is one of my favorites in the Ludwig 

collection of castles to tour. Visiting this castle, gardens, 

and grotto gives insight to the history behind King Ludwig 

II of Bavaria. The builder and designer of Neuschwanstein 

(the Disney Castle.)  
 

ITINERARY 
9:00 a.m. - Leave Stuttgart 

3 hr driving time 
GPS directions to Linderhof 

 

Picture taking is NOT 

allowed inside the castle 

however, brochures, 

trinkets and treats are available at 

the museum office. 
 

We always buy the combo ENGLISH tour ticket 

that includes the grotto and the gardens. They are 

extensive grounds to walk so wear good shoes. 

They typically alternate English speaking tours with 

German tours throughout the day. The longest we’ve had to 

wait was 15 min. for a tour to begin. 
  

TICKET INFO ~  LINK 

HERE 

 

€8.50/person you may 

also buy a COMBO ticket 

that includes 

Neuschwanstein as well. 

Not too far from 

Linderhof Castle is the 

Ettal Monastery a great stop to eat and drink some beer prepared by 

Monks!

https://goo.gl/maps/2bys3TpVidu
https://goo.gl/maps/2bys3TpVidu
http://www.schlosslinderhof.de/englisch/tourist/admiss.htm
http://www.schlosslinderhof.de/englisch/tourist/admiss.htm
http://abtei.kloster-ettal.de/willkommen/


 

LUDWIGSBURG CASTLE 

 

Ludwigsburg 

Castle is one of 

the most famous 

castles in all Baden-

Württemberg and if you are 

stationed in Stuttgart, you 

will find you will be 

visiting this palace quite 

often during your stay. 

 

From the largest pumpkin fest in Germany to one of the best 

fairytale playgrounds in Europe, Ludwigsburg always has something 

going on year-round.  
 

This well-preserved castle is absolutely worth touring and one of my 

go-tour visits when out-of-town friends and family arrive. The tour 

of the castle at 1400 (2 p.m.) is in English, just purchase your ticket 

early as they book up. You can arrive by car or by train, either way 

getting to the castle is quite easy 

from Stuttgart. 

 

PARK HERE 

TRAIN HERE – From Stuttgart 

take the S4 (direction of 

Backnang) or the S5 (direction of 

Bietigheim) follow signs to 

Blümen Barock. 

 

Market day –  

If you would like to coordinate shopping and site-seeing 

visit Ludwigsburg on market day which is Tues-Thurs-

Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Just remember to bring 

your rolling shopping cart. 

 

We typically eat inside the palace at the garden café or just outside 

in the courtyard. The prices are comparable to the downtown tourist 

area and food quite good. Try the “Kürbis” (pumpkin) soup when in 

season. 

  

http://www.swlb.de/parken-ludwigsburg
http://www.swlb.de/parken-ludwigsburg
https://www.ludwigsburg.de/,Lde/start/tourismus/aktionen+zum+wochenmarkt.html


MEERSBURG CASTLE & CATHEDRAL 
 

Visiting the Bodensee/Lake 

Constance area is such a fun 

excursion, you’ll want to make 

it into a week’s stay or at least 

come back several times a year. 

The delightful and enchanting 

medieval town of Meersburg is 

highlighted with a few 

castles and an extremely 

majestic cathedral. Both 

creations are easy to tour 

and make Meersburg an ideal 

location for impressing the 

curious of tourists. 

 

ITINERARY 
9:00/9:30 a.m. leave Stuttgart 

Public parking is available right on the outskirts of 

town as well as several parking garages.  

 

Walking around the city of Meersburg is really easy 

– tourists shops line the cobblestone streets. The castle is a part 

of the Baden-Württemberg collection of castles, monasteries 

and gardens in the state.  

 

The Castle is CLOSED Mondays – plan to tour on the 

weekends. The pedestrian zone is quite extensive 

making it a walkable town from your parking lot.  

 



NEUSCHWANSTEIN 

9/9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart 

3.5 hr driving time

ITINERARY 
 

Probably the most visited castle in all Europe. Neuschwanstein 

or the “Disney Castle” as most Americans refer to it was the 

inspiration of King Ludwig II. In Germany, he is referred to as 

“Crazy King Ludwig.” I think partly because he spent so much 

money building this castle and partly because he was kind of 

crazy. If you visit Linderhof, you’ll definitely be introduced to 

some of his oddities that reflect this nickname.  
 

Taking the train is easy to ~ check it out here for 

an all day Quers-Durch-land Ticket  
(REGIONAL TRAINS – only) 

• Park HERE 

• This parking garage is NOT for big vehicles 

• Here is additional parking info ~ Parkopedia 
 

Weekends, summer and holidays are 

particularly busy. There are a lot of 

tourists, but don’t let this stop you 

from seeing this amazing castle. You 

can take a horse and buggy ride up to 

almost the top of the mountain, you 

will still have to walk some, the road 

is steep, so be prepared. 

https://www.bahn.com/en/view/offers/regional/day-ticket-for-germany.shtml
http://www.neuschwanstein.de/englisch/tourist/howtoget.htm
http://www.parkopedia.com/


 

ULM 

CATHEDRAL 
 

The Ulm Cathedral is 

said to have the highest 

church steeples in all 

the world. I’ve actually 

climbed to the top -  this 

surreal experience was 

amazing. The panoramic 

views of the city are 

unforgettable and worth the 

trip. 
 

ITINERARY 
 

9/9:30 a.m. Leave Stuttgart 1 hr. 30 min driving time 

• From Stuttgart, you can take the TRAIN or drive, it is a 

short drive   

• Park HERE, Am Rathaus 

• Ulm has an amazing 

Weihnachtsmarket every Christmas 

season, why not plan a day trip to 

include the market with great food 

vendors and artisans.  

• Need a place to eat – not too 

far from the Cathedral is 

one of the best meals 

you’ll have in Germany 

at Zur Forelle ~ 

  

 

 

https://www.bahn.de/p/view/angebot/index.shtml?dbkanal_007=L01_S01_D001_KIN0004_top-navi_berater_LZ01
http://www.parken-in-ulm.de/parkhaeuser/rathaus.php
http://www.ulmer-weihnachtsmarkt.de/en/
http://www.zurforelle.com/


 

ZWEIFALTEN ABBEY 
Zweifalten Abbey 

and the town of 

Zweifalten are a 

little secret I’m sharing 

with you. Not too many 

people know about this 

gem of a Swabian town 

filled with “beer culture 

and history” and one of the most beautiful churches you’ll 

see in all Deutschland.  

 

Not only will you be 

amazed at the photo ops 

inside the Abbey but 

you’ll have to try out the 

beer at the brewery 

across the street. The 

winding roads that lead 

you to this town are a 

favorite with “motorcyclists and bikers” alike. 
 

ITINERARY 
9 a.m. Leave Stuttgart – 1hr 30min. 

driving time 

Public parking is available 

throughout this entire little 

town, look for the BLUE P 

sign. 

Annual BEER FEST - Every year the Zweifalten Abbey 

has an incredible FEST celebrating the brewery 

and its’ amazing beer recipe that saved the town. 

Everyone wears dirndl and lederhosen and this 

special celebration includes a tour of the brewery 

and a beer sample!  
 

http://www.zwiefalter.de/klosterbraeu/aktuelles/historisches-bierfest


 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

After touring and writing for several years for different 

publications and websites, I’ve decided it was time to write 

a helpful carry-along guide for some of my favorite castles 

and creations, ©Travel with Wendy, Day Trips around 

Stuttgart. I have included some short stories, itineraries and 

some walking maps. 

 

I hope this book is helpful and inspires you to embrace new 

opportunities and connect with people to create authentic 

experiences and unforgettable memories. 
 

I am also a travel consultant creating detailed itineraries. If 

you need help with your upcoming trip, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me at wendy@travelwithwendy.net 
 

Thank you for purchasing my book, happy travels! 

 

Wendy Payne 
 

 

Wendy Payne, Author 

Find out more at www.travelwithwendy.net 

mailto:wendy@travelwithwendy.net
http://www.travelwithwendy.net/


NEED HELP WITH TRAVEL 

PLANNING? 
I personalize your itinerary for your travels whether it is for 

yourself, family or a romantic get-away. For more 

information please email me at 

wendy@travelwithwendy.net 
 

I will send you a short questionnaire that takes less than 5 

minutes to fill out to help me tailor your travel experience 

to be unforgettable. 
 

PERSONAL TRAVEL GUIDE 
 

Currently available only in the Stuttgart area. 
 

 

CLICK HERE 

mailto:wendy@travelwithwendy.net
https://travelwithwendy.net/workwithme/
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https://travelwithwendy.net/e-books/
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